
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASIC QUESTIONS 

 

 Was there anything you liked 

about this book? 

 

 What especially caught your 

attention? 

 

 What would you have liked 

more of? 

 

 Was there anything you 

disliked?  

 

 Were there parts that bored 

you? Did you skip parts? 

Which ones?  

 

 If you gave up, where did you 

stop and what stopped you? 

Was there anything that 

puzzled you? 

 

 Was there anything you 

though strange? 

 

 Was there anything that 

you’d never found in a book 

before? 

 

 Was there anything that took 

you completely by surprise? 

Did you notice any apparent 

inconsistences?  
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POINTS OF VIEW 

 

 Who is telling – who is 

narrating the story? Do we 

know? 

 

 How do you know how is 

telling the story? 

 

 Is the story told in the first 

or third person? 

 

 Who do you feel closest to 

in this story? Can you say? 

Why? 

 

 Through whose eyes do 

you think you are seeing 

this story? 

 

 When you were reading 

did you feel you were part 

of this story or did you feel 

you were an observer? 

 

 From whose point of view 

do we learn about 

characters end events? 
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SETTING 

Describes time and place  

 Where did this story take 

place? 

 

 Is the setting really important 

to the story or could it have 

happened anywhere? 

 

 Could it have been better set 

somewhere else? 

 

 Was the setting for this story 

familiar or unfamiliar to you? 

 

 Was the setting interesting in 

itself? Would you like to 

know more about it? 

 

 Did you get a really clear 

picture of where this story 

was set? 

 

 Do any particular words or 

phrases help you to imagine 

the place where this story 

was set? 

 

 Do any words or phrases 

provide an indication of the 

time when this story is taking 

place? 
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Plot – Narrative Structure 

 

Events of a story 

Order of events 

Story shape 

 

 How long did the story take? 

 

 Did the vents happen in order 

we are told about them in the 

story? 

 

 Why do you think the writer 

chose to tell us about events 

in this order? 

 

 When you talk about the 

things that happen to you, do 

you always tell your story in 

the order in which they 

happen? Or are there 

sometimes reasons that you 

don’t? What are the reasons? 

 

 Are there some parts of the 

story that happen in a short 

time but take a long time to 

describe?  

 

 Are there some parts of the 

story that took a long time to 

happen but were told about 

quickly or in a few words? 
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Character 

 Is that character the most 

important in the story? Or is 

it really about someone else? 

 

 Which character did you feel 

closest to in this story? Why? 

 

 Which character did you find 

most interesting? Why? 

 

 Did you dislike any of 

characters in this story? 

 

 Were you reminded of 

anyone you know by the 

characters in this story? 

 

 Do any words of phrases help 

to build a picture of this 

character? 

 

 Did your opinion of this 

character change while you 

were reading?  

 

 Do you learn about this 

character from their 

appearance, what they say or 

what they do? 
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